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 ATTENDANCE 

 LAST WEEK 

94.4% 

 
 
 

 

The Importance of Being Earnest - about coming to school ! 
 
There is no point pretending it is OK to miss school.  
The negative impact of missing school during the primary 
school years affects students entering high school, finishing 
high school and impacts their years beyond. 
 
The stats are alarming... 

 

Generally speaking… 
 … if you miss 2 days a week from Prep to Grade 6, you are effectively missing 
40% of the learning so will finish primary school at a Grade 3 level.  
 … if you miss 1 day a week from Prep to Grade 6, you are effectively missing 
20% of the learning so will finish primary school at a Grade 4½ level.  
 
     EVERY DAY COUNTS! 
There is always a way for students to attend school.  If  you need help in making 
arrangements for this to happen, please contact the school and arrange a meeting 
with me. We are happy to support all families no matter the circumstance. 

 
New Bell Times 
 Recess now starts at 11.10am to allow for a 10min eating time from 
11.00am.  The lunch eating bell now goes at 1.00pm with lunchtime 
break starting at 1.10 and finishing at 1.55pm.  

School still starts at 8.50am and finishes at 3.15pm. 

The new times have allowed staff to hold uninterrupted morning 
literacy blocks, provide time for students to set and reflect on their learning 
goals and give students the benefit of extra face-to-face learning time. 

SAVE THE DATE Principal’s Report 

HAIRY BOOT AWARD 
Congratulations to  

23R 
for the highest 

attendance of week 1 

100% 

Tuesday and Thursday  

8.30-8.50 Breakfast Club 

Term 2 

Mon 9th May 

Book Fair starts 

Tues 17th May 

SEAL Info night  

Sale College—7pm 

Tues 24th May 

Open Day 

Fri 27th May 

F-6 Victorian Opera  

‘The Selfish Giant ‘ 

excursion at Sale Cinema 

Mon 30th May 

Sale College  

Year 7 Info evening 

Tues 31st May 

School photos 

Thurs 2nd June  

Swimming starts 

mailto:araluen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s report continued 

NAPLAN DATES 

NAPLAN is not compulsory and parents may request their child  

does not sit the test if it will cause the student undue stress and anxiety. 

NAPLAN dates are set for 2022.   Grade 3 Writing will be next Tues 10th May.   Grade 5 Writing will be 

next Wed 11th May. Grade 3 and 5 reading will be Tues 17th May.   Grade 3 and 5 language conventions 

(grammar and spelling) will be Wed 18th May. Grade 3 and 5 numeracy will be Thurs 19th May. 

LABELLING SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

Please ensure all clothing is labelled with your student’s name so it can be returned to your 

child/ren. We also ask that you please check the names on your  school uniform items at 

home as some named—and embroidered—uniforms and jackets cannot be found anywhere 

at school. If you find someone else's clothing, please return to front office where the return 

will be greatly appreciated. Thank you! 

 

THANK YOU  

PARENTS! 

To all our parents and families including 

Lisa, Bec, Jo, Anita and Caitlyn who come in 

on Tues and Thurs to run Breakfast Club - 

we could not do it without you! 

 

THANK YOU 

BUNNINGS! 

Thank you so much to  

Kate and Bunnings for donating new 

spades and a garden fork to our school - 

very much appreciated! 

 The Gardening Working Bee on the school 

holidays was such a success, our tools wore 

out! We really appreciate the replacements and 

your thoughtfulness. 
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FV 
AMELIAH— For challenging yourself in writing.  Well done at writing a simple sentence 

on your own. 

23R 
RUBY—For using her incredible curiosity to ask questions about our Gotcha Grammar 

tasks. 

Junior S ZARA—For showing respect to and supporting classmates with their learning. 

Senior A / R 
HARLEY— For demonstrating curiosity in the classroom and for being reliable on 
school camp. 

Senior E PERRI—For taking up the challenge with her geometry learning this week. 

ART 
LILLY—For showing respect and responsibility in helping with other students work in 
the art room. 

MUSIC 
LILY—For demonstrating a positive attitude towards the challenges of learning to play 
keyboard. 

Student Learning and Achievement 

Learner of the Week Awards - Term 2 Week 1 



 

 
 

 
 

 

This term we are learning all about 

Australia and our place in the world.  

 

We will explore the plants, animals and 

cultures that make Australia unique, we 

will see how we relate to our close 

neighbours and how we fit into the 

global picture.  

 

We have started with a bit of a journey 

around Australia, creating a map and 

adding the things we know are found 

here and challenging some of our 

misconceptions that we might have from  

television or books. Like giraffes!  

 

We see them at the zoo, but did you 

know they don’t live here in the wild? 

They come from Africa! 
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Classroom Learning 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

Mrs Detering is looking for some assistance in the library. If you can help, please catch me 

at school or leave a message at the office. 

Jobs include: 

• Assistance with re-shelving and tidying books on a Friday afternoon – 2pm after 

classes have all been through for borrowing. (It’s only half an hour before assembly 

which is perfect if you’re planning on joining us.) 

• Covering new library books in contact (this can be done at your leisure, at home or 

at school), all supplies provided. 

The library currently features a display that needs your input. We’d love to know some of 

the places that you’ve been to through books, especially ones you might have enjoyed in 

childhood. Use the stickers and markers provided and add them to the signposts on 

display. Share with others by including your book’s title, author and something about it. It 

might inspire someone else to take a trip and discover new people and places. 

How many of these places have you been to in a book? Can you name the book? 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Hairy Boot Award is given to 

the class with the highest 

attendance of the week!  

AWARDED TO:  

23R 

Our Hairy Boot is featured 

here with Lenny & Summah 

The Hairy Boot Award 

The Shire Narnia Hogwarts 

100 Acre Wood Hero Academy 221B Baker Street 

Emerald City Toad Hall Treehouse 

Nonsenseland Neverland The Chocolate 

Factory 



 

Let’s get moving! 
 
Welcome back to school, I hope you all had a 
wonderful holiday and are ready for an exciting term 
2. 
 
Today, I want to talk about getting physical, physically 
active that is. Afterall we are a hands-off school. I 
want to you understand just how important and 
beneficial staying active is for your body. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I love exercising. If I’m in my office for to too long, I start to go crazy. I need 
to be outdoors. I probably look forward to recess and lunch more than the kids do. As soon as that bell 
rings, I’m the first one out the door ready to be active. 

 
Why is exercise so important? Exercise is important on many 
levels. Exercise helps your body build strong bones and muscles. 
It has positive effects on our body, including our brain. Exercise 
gives you, brain power! The more you exercise, the better your 
brain will function. How cool is that.  
 
Exercise is also extremely good for our health and wellbeing. 
Regular exercise helps you feel less stressed and makes you feel 
better about yourself. When I’m feeling stressed or worried 
about something I like run around my neighborhood to clear my 
mind.  

 
Exercise can also help with your sleep. Studies have shown that physical activity improves the quality of 
sleep and reduces the time it takes to fall asleep. 
 
How do we stay active? The great thing about exercise is there are countless activities that we can do to 
stay healthy and stay in shape. 
Going for a bike ride, walking, running, playing at the park, throwing or kicking a ball. These just a few 
examples of just how easy it is to be active. 
 
Unfortunately, sitting on the couch and playing video games is not on the list. I’m sorry to be bearer of 
bad news. I know how much you guys love video games, but the more time you spend watching TV and 
playing video games, the less time you have to spend outside. You miss out on making memories. Some 
of the best memories happen while you’re playing outside. 
 
“You’ll miss the best things, if you keep your eyes shut.” Dr Seuss. 
 
So, go on, give it a go, and be active. And remember it only takes one hour out of day to reap the 
benefits of being physically active. 
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WELLBEING with SHAUN  



 

 “Book it!” 

Get ready for an incredibly busy term 2 with lots 

of special activities to encourage us to read, read, 

read and then read some more! Add these special 

events to your diary so you don’t miss out! 

 

Our book fair will be held next week and will feature some awesome books 

and special packs available to purchase. 

Families will be able to browse the book 

fair during set times before and after 

school. Students will have the opportunity 

to browse with their class and make their 

own wish list to share at home.  

This year’s theme is “Dive into Reading” 

and that’s what we believe everyone 

should do regularly. Children and adults, 

regardless of age, can all enjoy reading 

and it can take us to the most amazing 

places. 

Nemo is coming to visit us for the bookfair! Keep your eyes 

open for our special “Finding Nemo” competition and you could win a voucher 

to spend on books of your choice at the bookfair. Entry is free for all students. 

Parent helpers for the book fair would be greatly appreciated – See Bec Cant or 

contact school if you can help in week 2 for setup and decorating or before/

after school during the book fair in week 3. 
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BOOK FAIR 



 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS 

STORYTIME 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held 

annually by the Australian Library and 

Information Association (ALIA). Every year a 

picture book, written and illustrated by 

an Australian author and illustrator, is read 

simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, 

childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and 

many other places around the country. Now in 

its 22nd successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, 

fun event that aims to promote the value of 

reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores age-appropriate 

themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to 

Year 6. 

This year’s National Simultaneous Storytime will be held on Wednesday May 25th at 

11am. The book chosen for this year is “Family Tree” written by Josh Pyke and 

illustrated by Ronojoy Ghosh.  Stay tuned for more details for our planned sharing of this 

beautiful book. 

Phew!!  

Book Week is not until term 3 so we still have 

a little bit of time to think about it. 

This year’s theme is “Dreaming with eyes 

open.” We hope to have our annual Book Week 

dress up parade so, as you read all sorts of 

books from our school book fair, the library or 

the Premiers Reading Challenge, start thinking 

of a book character that you can dress up as 

to join in the fun. 
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NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME 

BOOK WEEK 2022 



\ 

On Wednesday the 4th of May we had our 

annual school cross country carnival at the 

Sale Canal Reserve. It was a bright and 

sunny day and it was fun and challenging. 

Everyone tried their best, kept a growth 

mindset and pushed their limits! It was great 

to see students keeping a growth mindset 

on the long track. Thank you so much to our 

parent helpers who helped keep us 

motivated at our checkpoints. Students all 

dressed in their house colours and 

supported one another on the track. After 

the cross country events we had some fun 

novelty races for students, parents and staff. 

A big thank you to all Araluen staff for 

making it a special day. A special thanks to 

Dan Detering for creating out ‘Start’ and 

‘Finish’ sign! 
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Cross Country 
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